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THE ARROW
A PASSION FOR TEACHING 

Science teacher Donna Gradel was awarded the title of 
Broken Arrow High School’s Teacher of the Year on Nov. 14.
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by Kelly Johnson  
 
  Science Teacher Donna Gradel 
was named BAHS Teacher of the 
Year during a ceremony held Oct. 14.
   Gradel has been teaching for 24 
years and has a passion for teach-
ing. Her students find her to be   in-
spirational and helpful, as do her fel-
low staff members.
   When the announcement was 
made that Gradel had won she was 
so overcome by emotion that a few 
tears came to her eyes. 
   “I just really have the best peers,” 
said Gradel.
   One of the many things that makes 
Gradel stand out as a teacher and 
colleague is her passion to help or-
phans in the Tharaka region of Ke-
nya. The passion started when she 
went on a medical mission trip in 
2004.
   Gradel’s passion developed into 
much more when she decided to 
take a group of students to build an 
aquaponics system at an orphan-
age in Kenya in the summer of 2013. 
The aquaponics system is a way to 
combine the use of fish and plants 
to create a greater growth of both 
components. The student group 
went to Kenya, built the system and 
got to see the life of the orphans 
first hand. 
   After the aquaponics project was 
completed Gradel still wanted to 
help and came up with a new proj-

ect. She has an Inventeam through 
MIT collaborating with 9 high school 
students of all grades trying to pro-
duce a system that will make a low-
cost sustainable fish food to feed 
the tilapia in a long fish pond at the 
same orphanage as the aquaponics 
system. 
   The system will help feed the fish 
with a higher protein food which will 
increase fish growth. This is impor-
tant because of the protein deficien-
cies in the orphans. 
   “Most children in the area where 
the orphanage is located are pro-
tein deficient,” said Gradel. “World 
Health Organization lists that area of 
having a 56% protein deficiency in 
children.”
   All the students on the team re-
spect and appreciate Gradel for all 
her hard work and dedication. 
   “Donna Gradel is the epitome of 
a perfect teacher,” said Addi Wim-
pee. “She is zealously devoted to 
her subject and to her students. She 
loves and cares for everyone who 
walks through her door. Her love for 
the environment is also very inspira-
tional.” 
   Gradel has shown a true passion 
to help the people of Africa and 
continues to come up with original 
ways to help the area. 
   Gradel will also be entered as 
a contestant for  Broken Arrow 
Teacher of the Year, which will be 
announced later this semester.

by Meagan Shrader
   
   Melanie Roberson, the psychology 
and former German teacher known 
as “Frau” (the German equivalent of 
Ms.) to her students, hosted a dinner 
for nine exchange students on the 
evening of Oct. 4. 
   Attendees included 4 seniors and 
5 juniors. Seniors in attendance were 
Anna Cathomen from Germany, Ju-
lia Guevel from France and Giulia 
Desai and Sara Selimja, both from 
Italy. Junior attendants were Emmi 
Harju from Finland. Michelle Jurgens 
from Germany, Camilla Stroem-
berg from Norway, and Pirays (Nam) 
Khawkhanm and Nattapat Ruangin-
sup, both from Thailand.
   The students conversed about dif-
ferent experiences they have had 
since they arrived in Oklahoma. 
   “It is too greasy,” Cathomen said of 
food here in America.
   Most of the girls are used to people 
in their countries drinking some kind 

of alcohol with dinner, and found it 
strange that young people could not 
do that here, even if they are from 
other countries. 
   “Can’t we just have an Ameri-
can night?” Stroemberg said, after 
hearing different languages spoken 
around the table. 
   The girls also had different levels 
of understanding of English, so Se-
limja and Guevel, both seniors, fre-
quently spoke Italian to each other.
   Another difference the students 
noted is how social teens are here 
compared to different countries. It 
is typical here to finish a school day 
and go straight home, but in Ger-
many students will spend their after-
school hours with friends in the city. 
   “I am with my friends a lot, but we 
are usually studying,” Khawkhanm 
said.
   These students from all over the 
world admit they are a bit homesick, 
but they are enjoying their year-long 
stay in America.

EXCHANGE STUDENTS DINE

by Jessica Laughlin  

  Jessica Parker is one student of 
many who has been inducted into 
National Honor Society (NHS). NHS 
is an organization used to promote 
good grades and integrity through-
out the student body.  Parker has 
worked long and hard to continually 
keep her grades above average. 
   “I have always worked hard and try 
to not only set but keep high stan-
dards for myself,”  said Parker.
   Parker is also an active member of 
Art Club. Art Club is led by art teach-
er Mrs. Jennifer Deal.  Deal has had 
Jessica in class for two years. 
   “Jessica Parker is a wonderfully ac-
tive part of the art department here 
at BAHS,” Deal said. “She is taking 
Art 2 this year and has become a 

member of the BAHS Art Club that 
meets Tuesdays after school.”
   Aside from NHS and Art Club, Park-
er is also a part of the peer tutoring 
program here at the high school. 
This is where she builds friendships 
with and assists special needs stu-
dents. She looks forward to coming 
to class every day and seeing all the 
smiles she helps create. 
   “Jessica is an amazing peer tutor,” 
said peer tutor instructor Connie 
Parker. “She goes above and be-
yond what is expected of her.” 
   Parker is looking forward to a lot of 
things this year including: many field 
trips, going to prom, graduating, and 
going off to college.  She has always 
worked hard at keeping her grades 
up and is seeing that hard work pay 
off. 

PARKER IS A+ STUDENT
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SIERRA ABBOTT IS 

HOMECOMING QUEEN
by Brittney Chism

   On Sept. 26 at the Broken Arrow 
vs. Yukon football game, senior Si-
erra Abbott was crowned as the 
2014-2015 Homecoming Queen. 
She represented the student body 
and was both nominated and voted 
on by her peers. 
   “I was really surprised, but it felt 
great to be crowned as Homecom-
ing Queen” Abbott said. “It was 
such a humbling moment, and I am 
so honored and thankful for the op-
portunity.”
   After the crowning ceremony lit-
tle girls kept coming up to her and 
wanting to take pictures. 
   “The kids were adorable, and I 
let some of them try on my crown,” 
Abbot said. “It made my day watch-
ing their eyes light up when I put the 
crown on their heads.”
   Abbott’s peers cheered her on as 
she represented the student body.

   “Watching my best friend crowned  
queen didn’t seem real. I wanted her 
to win so badly, but when they called 
her name it almost felt like I dreamt 
it,” senior Erin Tabberer said.
   Abbott has not only impacted her 
fellow Broken Arrow students, but 
also the faculty. She is involved in 
many things around campus like 
Show, Chamber, and Jazz choir 
along with NHS, COLABASH, Key 
Club and Senior Board. 
   “Knowing what a soft-spoken and 
tender-hearted girl Sierra is it makes 
me happy for her and for BAHS that 
the student body would elect such 
a kind and beautiful young lady as 
their homecoming queen,” choral 
director Justin Rosser said. “I am so 
proud of her.”
   Other homecoming nominees 
included seniors Sierra Berryhill, 
Meagan Leber, Maggie Pembrook, 
Darby Robinson, Maegan Rollow, 
Emma Smith and Karis Smith.  
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Senior Sierra Abbot was crowned Homecom-
ing Queen on Sept. 26 at the football game versus Yu-
kon.  Aboott was escorted by senior Warren Leak.

BUILDING A BETTER 
COMMUNITY

by Cheyenne Pauls

   The Hex House of Tulsa is said to 
be one of the spookiest scare hous-
es in the area, and it goes all out ev-
ery year. This is not just the normal 
spook house; its goal is to terrify the 
guests as they walk through the flick-
ering hall and eerie rooms.
   “The most difficult and important 
part of my job is casting,” said head 
of the Hex House Beka Buster. 
   There is no absolute estimate on 
how many people come to the Hex 
House each year, but they broke 
their former record last year with 
about sixteen thousand visitors.
   “We broke our record last year, 
and we are hoping to break it again 
this year,” said Buster. 
   The Hex House has two themes 

this year: The Hex House and Rise of 
the Living Dead. The main Hex House 
consists of people walking through a 
house full of nightmarish creatures, 
while the other is strictly zombies 
from beginning to end.
   “The Hex House is one of the scar-
ier spook houses I have been to,” 
sophomore Darin Huff said. “It’s defi-
nitely worth the money spent.”
   The Hex House is located south-
east corner of 71st and Memorial 
next to Incredible Pizza. 
   Tickets are $20 for admission to 
both the Hex House and Rise of the 
Living Dead or $32 for the fast pass 
combo, which allows you to skip the 
line and go straight to both The Hex 
House and Rise of the Living Dead. 
   The Hex House is open from 7:30 
to 11 p.m. until Nov. 1.

by James David Nold II

   The Public Development Com-
munity Club is a club dedicated to 
providing a free-to-play video game. 
The PDC is currently in the process 
of creating a video game. There are 
four different sections of the PDC 
from which the video game is thought 
out, drawn, and created. These four 
sections consist of story, music, art, 
and coding. 
“I enjoy coding,” said head of the 
coding department, senior Kevin Ed-
wards.
   This club may sound new, but actu-
ally it was also around last year. 
   “We were disappointed we weren’t 

able to publish a game last year,” 
said PDC Vice President senior Raul 
Castro.
   This year the PDC is confident they 
will finish the game.  The type of 
game being made is a psychological 
horror game. This game will be open 
for public access once completed.  
The club plans on publishing the 
game before school lets out in May.  
 “We want to create a qual-
ity game,” said PDC President senior 
Greg Baker. Baker has assured that 
a game will be produced this year.  
 The PDC Club meets on 
Wednesdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m., and they are always accepting 
new members who want to join.

HEX HOUSE IS FRIGHTFUL 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Broken Arrow High School students pose with a cast 
member at The Hex House in Tulsa after attending.
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Dripping Triad

by 
Emily Catlin, 11

Arrow Featured Artist

   This piece of art titled “Drip-
ping Triad” was created by 
junior Emily Catlin using pen 
and prismacolor pencils.
   “I wanted to experiment 
with depth and color and 
the relationship between the 
two,” Catlin said. 
   Catlin is a student in AP stu-
dio art, taught by Mr. Brown. 
   “Mr. Brown gave me the 
basic guidelines and allowed 
me to make the piece my 
own,” Catlin said.
   This piece can be viewed in 
the display case outside the 
art rooms in the main building 
hallway. 

by Kelly Johnson
 
  The theater production class host-
ed the annual talent show, BA’s Got 
Talent on Sept. 30 at the Broken Ar-
row PAC. The talent show is one of 
the most anticipated events at the 
Broken Arrow High School. 
   Theater production performs a 
small skit in the intervals between 
the performances. This year the 
cast dressed up as different char-
acters from popular movies, TV 
shows, and books. Their perfor-
mance was kept the crowd laugh-
ing during the breaks. 
   “It was really fun,” senior Sophie 
Cordell said. “I enjoyed being sur-
rounded by so many talented peo-
ple.”
   Many students tried out and suc-
cessfully became part of this year’s 
talent show. Talents included sing-
ing, playing instruments, and danc-
ing. One of the most original per-
formances was a trumpet duet by 
Ben Minor and Jon Sawyer accom-

panied by Bryce Hicks and a gorilla. 
   “A talent show is for more than 
just showcasing a personal talent,” 
said senior Jon Sawyer. “Ben Minor 
and I decided to perform a trumpet 
duet to fulfill the talent portion of 
the presentation, but we knew we 
needed something else to grab the 
audience’s attention, to keep them 
excited, and to give them some-
thing to talk about the next day. We 
recruited Jacob Malone [the gorilla] 
and Bryce Hicks to do just that, 
which they executed perfectly.”
   Students not only participated in 
the talent show, they also filled the 
audience, along with their parents. 
The student body enjoyed all the 
performances. 
   “I liked seeing people get out of 
their shell and show us what they 
love to do,” senior Kylie Hester said.
   This year’s talent show was not 
only a good way for students to 
show off their amazing talents but 
also provided a fun entertaining 
event for students to attend.

BA’S GOT TALENT
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Seniors Ben Minor and Jon Sawyer perform a trumpet duet in 
the annual talent show on Sept. 30 at the Broken Arrow PAC.

Crossing Lines

 by 
Jordan Brandt, 11

Arrow Featured Artist

See the lines
Crossing by 

If you count them all
It’d take some time

Splotches of color 
A smear 
A smidge 

See the drops begin to drip
Black, white, yellow, and 

green 

The picture’s different, or so 
it seems

Look really hard, try to stay 
focused 

There may be something 
you haven’t noticed


